
I became interested in teaching after realising how much I benefited from my teachers throughout 

secondary school and sixth form. Their enthusiasm and passion for their subjects as well as the 

support they gave encourages me to replicate this in my own classroom. After suffering a knee injury 

whilst I was in year 9, I took my GCSEs at Merton Medical Services under The Smart Centre. The 

support I received from the teachers here helped me recognise the role and support of teachers that 

goes beyond just teaching a lesson.  

Choosing to study Mathematics and Teaching for Key Stages 2 and 3 at The University of Chichester 

allowed me to study maths at degree level, whilst also giving me the opportunity to experience 

teaching in both primary and secondary classrooms. I have learnt a lot about the pedagogy behind 

teaching as well as the latest developments in education and effective ways to teach maths. We 

have a lot of hands on lectures, discovering resources/manipulatives which can be used in a class to 

develop students mathematical thinking and problem-solving skills. I have been able to bring the 

skills and resources from university into the classroom. We also have many discussions about the 

latest improvements and ideas in mathematics education, which we can then try in the classrooms 

ourselves and discuss with other teachers on placements.  

For my 7-week secondary school placement last year, I was at The Angmering School. One of the 

classes I took over was a bottom set year 9 class, all of whom were SEND due to the school having a 

separate special educational needs provision linked to the main school, The Lavina Norfolk Centre. 

This is a ‘specialist Support Facility for students with a physical or sensory impairment’. Every child in 

this class needed completely different support and all had varying strengths and needs. This 

experience enabled me to quickly learn how to adapt my teaching skills to be able to differentiate to 

engage all students and help them learn in the most appropriate way for them.  

I have been able to set high expectations for all students in the classes I taught from developing 

good working relationships with the students. I was then able to adapt my teaching to help students 

of all abilities to engage and participate in the lessons as evidenced from feedback from my mentor 

and class teachers.  

I have learnt to work as part of a team through co planning and liaising with other teachers over the 

classes I shared. As I was there on a part time basis and with the classes having more than on 

teacher this happened regularly with co-planning, co-marking and coassessing. I have planned for 

teaching assistants in the classes I taught, in particular those with SEND needs who needed extra 

support to help understand some concepts.  

I have learnt how to promote good progress by pupils, particularly in lower sets through thorough 

planning and marking. I have engaged students through rich, challenging tasks which allowed them 

to think hard about the given problem and give reasoning for their thoughts.  

When taking over a top set year 10 class I learnt to be able to differentiate in a different way to the 

lower sets. Whilst teaching conditional probability to these more able students I was able to give 

more detailed explanations, scaffold students with my questions and allowing different students 

different starting points, then bringing them all up to the same place at the end of the lesson.  

I have enjoyed teaching in secondary school due to the higher-level maths content and being able to 

focus on just teaching maths. My primary school placement gave me an overall insight into teaching 

all subject to younger years, however when teaching key stages 3 and 4 I developed stronger skills in 

behaviour management, assessment techniques, subject knowledge and differentiation. 



I am excited to be moving onto teaching in secondary schools and will be starting my 10- week 

placement in January 2020. This will enable me to refine my teaching practice even more before 

starting my NQT year. 


