
Growing up as a deaf mainstream primary school user myself, I understand the importance of 

inclusion in the classroom. With statistics showing an increase in students with SEN attending 

mainstream schools, it is vital that teachers have high expectations of all of their pupils, regardless of 

their abilities and maintains a focus on stretching the talents they have. After volunteering abroad in 

the Philippines for three months, I quickly realised that I wanted to work in the Education sector. It 

wasn’t long after working as a Learning Support Assistant in a primary school that I realised I wanted 

to become a primary school teacher.  

Pursuing a degree in Education introduced me to a vast range of knowledge which has been valuable 

during my experience now as a PGCE student. I was introduced to the theory behind teaching, the 

emotional aspects of teaching as well as inclusion in the classroom. My dissertation was based on 

the inclusion of deaf primary school students and comparing it between mainstream schools and 

deaf schools, which I thoroughly enjoyed. My undergraduate degree taught me a greater 

understanding of what it is to be a teacher, which only encouraged me even further to pursue a 

PGCE at the Institute of Education.  

I am close to the end of my first placement teaching a Year 1 class in an inner-London primary 

school. This placement has given me an invaluable experience where I have been introduced to a 

vast range of teaching strategies, assessment techniques as well as behavioural management 

strategies. I am passionate about teaching children and promoting a love for learning, and one of the 

ways I do this is by serving as a positive role model. As a deaf person, I have had to overcome many 

barriers, and this is something I see every day in the classroom through pupils’ learning. All children 

have areas that they find tricky or struggle with and I am able to empathise with them through my 

personal experiences.  

During this twelve-week placement, I have gained skills in team-planning, through working 

collaboratively with members of the Key Stage 1 team as well as planning alone. I have effectively 

contributed to those planning sessions through my experience of classroom inclusion, as well as new 

teaching strategies/resources that was informed during my university lectures. I have also gained 

skills in developing effective relationships with my pupils, some of who are in difficult 

socio/economic conditions in an inner-city situation. For this reason, I have come a long way in 

terms of my behaviour management strategies, through cross-phase observations and attending 

meetings regarding behaviour management techniques. I have experience in working in a class that 

is enriched with a diverse range of ethnicities, religions, disabilities and cultural backgrounds which 

promotes positive learning opportunities.  

Learning environments are also a big factor in my teaching practice, as I think it is crucial to have 

vibrant displays and spaces that promote a love for learning. I believe children should be provided 

with learning opportunities supporting thematic, project-based learning through the space they have 

around them.  

I am currently undertaking two MA modules, one of which requires me to undertake a specialism 

subject. My specialism subject is Drama and I am currently pursuing a project in my placement 

school where I am promoting the zones of regulation through non-verbal communication. Through 

the teaching of drama techniques and promoting visual communication, my aim is to encourage the 

children at my school to form friendships with the pupils from the school for the Deaf, as both 

schools share the same building. The children in my class have been finding their ways around the 

barriers to communicate with Deaf children as well as using visual body language to communicate 

feelings which has been a positive influence for the rest of the school.  



A strength of my teaching is differentiation, which is something that mainstream teachers are 

expected to incorporate in all their lessons due to the rising numbers of pupils with SEN. During my 

own primary school experience, I remember being excluded from a large number of lessons due to 

my deafness. This is something that I will not allow in any of my lessons, which has led me to be a 

very creative individual with a love for finding ways around the barriers. I achieve this through 

careful planning and ensuring good communication with teaching assistants, as well as using a range 

of resources.  

I always show high expectations of all my pupils through positive language and praise, which is 

crucial for boosting self-esteem. I also welcome critical feedback from other members of staff as I 

am always striving to improve and develop my teaching. I believe that there is always room for 

improvement, and I am constantly working towards being the best teacher I can be through weekly 

observations and asking for feedback from others. I also love to keep myself up to date with the 

news in the Education sector as it has always been something that I have invested myself in.  

I have previously worked in a Deaf playscheme for four years, where I learnt how to work as a team 

effectively. I gained skills in learning how to deploy staff, delegate responsibilities as well as 

communicate with parents and develop relationships with children. This experience gave me many 

skills that I now apply in my everyday practice as a student teacher. I am aware of the importance of 

good communication amongst teachers, support staff and parents and this is something I really 

prioritise in my daily routine.  

I am a fun, enthusiastic, self-motivated and independent individual who always strives to help 

others. My patience and persistence allow for many positive learning outcomes, which is vital in a 

Primary School teacher. Outside of the teaching profession, I love to keep fit and active by running 

and playing badminton, which is something I could implement in my teaching practice through P.E, 

sports days as well as extra-curricular activities. I strongly feel that my passion and skills will bring a 

positive influence on the teaching role and the whole school. 


