
Teaching and supporting children to thrive has always been the ideal career for me and my 

experience since leaving school reflects this well. I started my journey to teaching by completing my 

Level 3 Diploma in Childcare at college and completed nursery placements during this time. Whilst 

on my placements, I worked with a range of children under the age of 5 and was involved in 

planning, observing and assessing children. My role at the nursery was flexible and often led me to 

support different aged rooms and working within different teams; this has led to developing vital 

skills when working in education, for example, adapting to age-related needs according to the Early 

Years Foundation Stage, as well as individual care needs, and effective communication within a team 

to ensure the children were supported at all times. After completing the diploma in childcare, I 

proceeded to part time employment in a day nursey alongside my studies at university. Working in 

the early years has helped me to instil a sense of creativity and innovation within my planning. My 

role was to provide children with engaging activities in which they could develop vital skills such as, 

effective communication with peers and adults, development of fine and gross motor skills and a 

secure understanding of the surrounding world. One of my most memorable activities I planned was 

using the children’s interest of the book ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ and creating bear-inspired art 

work using a wide range of materials, designing small-world tuff trays for the children to recreate 

the story and physically carrying out a bear hunt in the outdoor environment whilst recalling the 

story together. This allowed the children to develop multiple areas of the EYFS and engage in 

activities related to their interests.  

Alongside my experience in the Early Years, I have completed three school placements for my 

Primary Education degree in both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. My first placement school was a 3-

form entry school in the Merton borough; I was placed in a Year 2 classroom and therefore worked 

alongside my class teacher to plan, teach and assess subjects across the National Curriculum. This 

placement helped me to develop my confidence in working within a large team and gave me the 

opportunity to observe outstanding practice. The development of children across the class were 

varied and this was clearly adapted during phonics teaching. I had the opportunity to teach Phases 3-

5 and developing children’s awareness of specific spelling patterns. To create an impact on 

progression of children working in phases 3-5, the focus was on ensuring the children were engaged 

and motivated throughout the lessons to encourage meaningful learning. To adhere to this, I 

planned practical activities in which the children could physically manipulate the letters and sounds 

to build words and embed the knowledge. The children engaged well with these types of activities 

and developed progressively during my time on this placement.  

My second placement was in a 2-form entry school, also in the Merton borough. During this 

placement I worked within a Year 4 class and was given the opportunity to increase my teaching 

hours. This placement was split across the year with the first part in November and the second in 

April; this allowed me to record children’s progress from the first term and compare to the second. 

This was beneficial in understanding the development of the children and widened my knowledge of 

the KS2 curriculum. During the placement I had the opportunity to work with a pupil with Special 

Educational Needs; I feel as though this helped me to develop my understanding of adapting my 

teaching to all learners and gave me the opportunity to ensure a safe and stimulating environment 

was created for all children. I was recognised during this placement for creating a strong, 

professional bond with this particular pupil and helped them to achieve two of her EHCP targets, 

both of which had been a target from the previous year. I also have a brother and a sister diagnosed 

with ASD and this has helped me to develop a number of strategies to help ensure an inclusive 

environment is created and made me more aware of the different range of needs that follows 

working with children with SEND.  



My degree has allowed me to deepen my knowledge in a particular subject; I decided mathematics 

was the subject I wanted to develop and ensure that the teaching of this subject was to a high 

standard at all times. During my second placement, I was given the opportunity to work within a 

mastery scheme, in Year 4, and provide children with essential skills, like reasoning and problem 

solving. This experience allows me to feel confident in my teaching of mathematics and has given me 

multiple strategies to teach mathematics in which could be applied to any group.  

Overall, I have been recognised for my enthusiasm, proactive nature and creativity to ensure pupils 

are engaged and motivated to learn. Both my placements have recognised my rapport with the 

children to always be positive, friendly and reassuring. This then reflects on my ability to manage 

behaviour effectively and receive the mutual respect I give to the children. From all of my 

educational experiences, I have achieved outstanding overall against the teacher standards and can 

assure that I aim to continue this during my professional teaching career. 


